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Job. 29. 15. 


I was the eyes to the blind, and the feet 
to the lame, 


ati N this cClapter we have a 

ESBRIEHRs briefſtory of one, that was 

+ (inhis time) fo abſolute a 

Magiſtrate , ſo compleat a 

Judge, that he may well be 

the pattern, and myrrour, of 
all that come after bum, 

And this way of pattern (ey per — 
you know it 5 our ſureſt, andour ſhort 
way ; we can not better read our own duties, 
thenin the lrves of others, We can not better 
ſee the true face of virtues and vices, then we 
may do it in their aCtions. 

I might have faid in thety afttons, [and in 
them only] we need not enquire much after 
their perſons, For vice we mult imitate m no 


man (be his perſon never ſo great?) But - 
is 


Fer. 6, 


Fer. 7. 


[2] 
his virtue (be he m himſelf never ſo mean) 


we may ſafely propound that, toour imita- 
tion, 


It is neither his nor ours , 1t Carries no 
mark of any owner, but of Crod himſelf, 
from whom it was firſt taken as the: Author 
of every good and perfeCt gift. 

Yet, becauſe we rather /ove virtue, where 
we like the perſon, and we had rather frame 
our ſelves to the example of thoſe that were 
of ſome eſteem, and place, and authority ; 
therefore who it zs that ſpeaks this, that would 
firſt be known, who it is that faith here, 
T was the eyes to the blind, and the feet to the 
lame. "They are the words of a great man 
(every way great:) And, [if that may any 
thing move your attention) whether ſoever 
you-calt your eyes round about my text, you 
may ſpie out ſome arguments of his greatneſs. 

hat he was great #1 wealth, the 6, verſe 
tells us, He waſhed his paths with butter, and 
the rock, poured him out rivers of oil, 

That he was great in Authority, it is plain 
by the next words ; He bad his chaty in the 
publick gates, and ſtreets of the City (which 

WCre 


(> 


(3) 
were in thoſe times the ordinary places of 
judgement.) 
The 8, verſe ſhows him asgreat in Honor, 
The young men ſaw him and hid themjelves, 
the ee aroſe and ſtood up. | 
1]] you add unto all theſe, a rare gift 
[an excellent power im learning and elo- 
quence,) It is the next thing in the ſequele 
of the words : The Princes reframed talking, yer. g, 
and aid their hands on their mouths, The N- 
bles beld their peace, and thetr tongues cleaved 
to the roof of their mouth, When the ear heard 
him, tt bleſſed bim ; and when the eye ſaw him, Ver. 11. 
it gave witneſs unto bim, And thus we ſee 
him great in Wealth, in Authority, uw Ho- 
nour, in Learning, and in Eloquence, 
But was he alſo as great i virtue ? 
Did not his preferments outrun his de- 
ſerts ? 
No, (if that may add any thing more to 
your attention) for the two main virtues of fo 
great a Magiltrate , (Fuſtice and Mercy) the 
next verſe ſpeaks his greatneſs in them, He 
delrvered the pooy that cried; the fatherleſs, and Fa Ie 
him that bad none to help bim : The bleſſmg of 
= UM him 


Ver. 10, 


13- 


14+ 


15. 


17 


(4) 
him that was ready to periſh came wpon bim---he 
cauſed the widows heart to ſing for joy. He put on 
Rubteouſ) wh , and it clothed him, his Judgement 
was his robe, and his diadem, All theſe uſher 


. the way tomy text, and may eaſily perſuade 


us,that they are the words of a great Man,of 
a great Magiſtrate, and of a great Judge. For, 
that is ſpecially aimed-at (in. this f large a 
deſcription) and that you may know it is ſo) 
his Mercy and Juſtice are repeated again, in- the 
next words after my Text, I was a father to 
the poor, and the cauſe which I knew not, I ſearch- 
ed it out, I brake the jaws of the wicked, and 
plucked the ſpoil out of bis teeth, 

You ſee then how my Texts bedged in e- 
Very way, With honorable teſtimonies of this 
Judge, And, as it is in the midſt, fo it is in- 
deed, the /ife and virtue of all jhe veſt, It is the 
true embleme of a good Magiſtrate, and per- 
fett charafter of a good Judge : 1 had almoſt 
laid the very Idea of true Greatneſs ,and Juſtice 
it ſelf, But I muſt not ſay fo, It is not here in 
the abſtraCt Job is the man that had it ; I was 
the eyes to the blind, and the feet to the lame 
{Iaith he) that is, he was ready to become 


any 


. 
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(5) 
any thing for their ſakes, and willing toap- 


ply himſelf to any neceſſity of their wanes : 
For in theſe two [tx oculo, & pede] if they be 
well conſidered, we ſhall find all that is re- 
quirable ina good Judge, | 
Shall I fetch them out of their natural 
method, and firlt take them both t ; 
If he be both the eye and the foot ; Nay, 
if bebe ettber, oculus, or pes, we are (are he 1s 
a part of the body politic 'That is the firſt 
thing that follows out of this ground ; a ear 
reference of his to all that are under his au- 
thority ; ſpecially to the blind and the lame, 
that 15, to the weake(t of them, I am ther 
eye (ſaith Job) or, (if thatbe too little) I will 
go as low as thets feet ; any thing for a nearer 
claim, and challenge unto them, So ſaith 
7ob : And the greatelt Magiſtrates and Judg- 
es ſhould fay the like for any of us their poor 
fellow-members A double intereſt we have in 
them, as the parts of our body politick : 
They are the eyes, they are the feet, and 
therefore we do no more then we ſhould do, to re- 
ly upon them fox their help. And they have 
done no more than they ſhould do ; what good 
T ſoever 


ABER 
ſoever they have done to the weal publick : 
For :the conſervation and good of the whole 
body, is the language which every particular 
member doth naturally ſpeak. 

But I will dwell no longer in theſe Gene- 
rals: I will comenow to confider theſe two parts 
aſunder : And firſt the eye : Oculus eram--- 

Parts of the body they are (our greateſt 
Judges and Magiſtrates) But this name of the 
Eye grves them an eminent place in the body, 
ſeats them aloft, where they have the com- 
mand of the inferiour parts, and allows them 
an honorable place in the Common-wealth, 

If youask ; Cut bono ? To what end are the 
eyes mounted aloft ? Is it only for the eyes 
fake; or is it not (till, for [4 the good of the 
whole body, Surely in vain were ſo much care 
taken for them (as there is) by the other parts, 
if their requital were not an{werable, 

For (to ſee it in the natural eye firſt, 

Why doth nature wall the eyes about, with 
thoſe bones that frame their orb ? 

Why doth ſhe arch them above with the 
eye-b.ows ? 

Why doth ſhe fence them (on etther fide) with 


ar 
4 


[7) 

hair, in ſuc» manner ſhot out-of. the $skin; 
that no motes, norany other annoyance ſhall 
fall into them 

Why are they by the prominence of the cheeks 
every way ſo-ſecured, that (if any thing ruſh 
againſt them) they may be(till unoffended ? 

Why all this for the eyes, that they may 
Skulk in, a den 2 be nuzled in ſecurity, and 
rocked fſleepin altrong fort 2 

When we have asked this of the natural 
Eye, then come to ſuch an Eye as Job was 


re, 

Why was Fob, and why are: other great 
Minitters of State, the Rulers and Indges of 
other men 2 | I gore 
Why are they ſeated ſo ſtrongly above o- 
thers ? | | 
Is it only, that they may be ſ afe, and ovey- 
top the yeſb in honor and dignity ? 

Holy Iob is none of them that. would have 
ſaid ſo, he would rather haye told us, that 
theſe eyes are placed there, like Watchmen in 
the higheſt towers, that (upon the hope of their 
vigtlancy) they which are under them may , 
be.the more ſecure, and that from thence 


(like 


Prou. 25.1. 


(8) 
( like bigher lights ) they may better derive 
their _ to the inferiour orbs, 
The height of their place is not the ground 
of their honor ; {they begin at a wrong end 
that build there) For, be the place never ſo 
high, it is but the place of a high office ; ard 
the daily execytion of that to the good of the 
body, that makes it a place of Honor, 
Gloria Regum inveſtgare rem (faith the wi- 
{eſt King) and-we may fay (in the largtrage 
of my. Text) Gloria oeulorum inveſtigare rem] 
It is the glory of all that arein eminent pla- 
ces, to be ſearching further with the eye of their 
wiſdome, then the capacity of ordinary 'per- 
ſons can either pierce into, or comprehend, 
That is the rightuſe of ſuch an Eye, 
But,if they be Eyes of an infeftious nature, 
like the Crocodiles eyes, able to kill whom 
they liſt,and none ſhall know who hurt them. 
If they be wirdows, ever open-to let in miſ- 
chief, and ready to betray the other ſenſes, 
were it not far better they were ſomewhere elſe, 
For to little purpoſe are they ſet in the high- 
et places, that do not there carefully efpre 
what is goed ; and as providently foreſee, and 
orve 


| (9) 
give warning of what is hurtfull to. the other 
members. 

I have done with the Place , with the 
Srength, and with the Heighr of ir. 

A. ſecond thing that we may obſerve by 
way of Analogie, is the natural beauty of the 
Eye in i ſelf without reference to the place : 
And indeed, all the beauty that is in the 
place, is from that Fa unto it, * Non 
domus Dominum, ſed Donunus domum (we uſe 
to ſay) it is not the place that graceth the eye, 
but it 15 the eye that beautifies the place ; nay, 
that beatifies the whole body, Thou haſt ra- 
iſhed my heart with one of thine eyes ({aich our 
bleſſed Lord in the Canticles,) What are thoſe 
Eyes think you, that did ſoraviſh the holieſt 
Bridegroom 2 What elſe, but the Mimſters 
of the State, and of the Church # 

For,theſe are the parts, that (of all other) 
mult be without blemiſh, that ſo they may be 
enabled to puniſh. the faults of others, without 
any check to themſelves, He that here calls 
himſelf the Eye, will you ſee how beaurtitall 
he was in himſelf : Look again upon the 
next words before my Text, and tell me, 

B | 


if 


Ver. 14» 


(10) 

if ever there was a Stateſman of greater beauty, 
4 The Eye ſelf is _— 2 ge Curious nd 
dainty tunicles, then he lapt humſelf, He put 
on Righteouſneſs, and it clothed bim , His 
Judgement was bis Robe and bis Diademe, 

Here 1s a Judge in his belt robes of honor, 
clad with Righteouſneſs, And Righteoul- 
neſs is ſuch a beauteous and amiabte thing 
8 TemeeO, 3 iO: iv davuepts {| ſaith Ariſtotle ) 
that is, the Sun, in all his glory, comes ſhort 
of that, | 

Now, 2s the Eye is the ſeat of beauty, fo 


- alfo (having the variety of many objects) ir 


ſhould not chuſe any, but thoſe that are beau- 
t2 ull. | 
Nis muſt not be oven to filthy lucre ( ſaith 
the Apoſtle, of the Eyes of the Church, ) 
And ſo may we ſay of thoſe, that are the 
Eyes of the Common-wealth, What ſhould 
they do with filthie lucre, 'That word [filthy] 
is able to turn away any eye from it ;, theirs eſpe- 
cially, Nog 

Some rare beauty is befitting ſuch Eyes, 

Some glorious Virtue ſutes them beſt. 
For, as black and white colours are to the eyes 


of 
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(11) 
of the body, ſo is virtae and vice tothe: eye 


of Judgement, in ordinary men, Black vice 


gathers tae beams of the {1ght in one, that the 
eye may ſeejaud be intent upon it, Fair vir- 
tue ſcatters them abroad , and therefore 
hardly admits. of a petfe&t appreherſion, 
Whence it is, that mn ordihary Judgements 
chat partake with ſenſe, WC arc quickgr fo efpte 
and cenſure: a man for one. vice, then to love 
and reward: hins for. many virtues, So it is in 
ordinary judgements, But 1 hope- it is not ſo 
in the moſt judicious eye of bim;that more ſtrict- 
ly bears the name of a Judge : His eye is 
nat ſo ready to ſee and cenſure the enell of a 
man, as. it is to ſee and lovethe beit. He is 
moſh earneſt in the beſt cauſe, and moſt affeCted 
to the belt Lawyer that pleads before him ; 
For he knows that it matters much, whom 
the eye of the Judge doth moſt favour, And 


this be ſaid of that beauty, that either ſhould 
be in the eye, or ſhould draw the eye un- 
to 1, 

There 1s yet a third thing in the eye, by 
wich nature hath niade it more uſefull to 
the body, _ B 2 | 

; That 


eee ea 
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(12) 

That it is theofly forntarn of puty : The 
adore where we ſend out our tove : 'The paſſage 
of our tears : and the belt Interpreter of onr tn- 
ward metcy and compaſsion (I ſpeak not for too 
much-pity of MaletaBtors, ut qult pity of 
the Imocent,) And'this, of all 6ther , maſt 
not be left out, if we proportion a Judge to 
the Eye : For weſhall get little by the two for + 
mer without thts, 'T'o tell him that he is in the 
higheſt place, is to make him proud, and: thar 
he is the moſt p/orious and beautifull party ivto 
make him yet more proud: but to. make him 
the tendreſs part, and that from which (of all 
other)we chiefly look for love and. pity : 
chat is it that cannot but movehim. And this, 
I know not, whether it may be more urged, 
from the eye, or from the feet : So tender are 
both of them, the feet no leſs then the eye, 
the veins meeting all there, and making them 
alſo eaſily aftefted tothe quick with the lea(t 
touch, And therefore for this (my Lords) 
having two wayes to urge it, Lmay preſume 
we are {ure to ſpeed, _—e_ equog rerum 
Judices) And fo we ſhould dogthough it were 


Py 


not urged atall, 
To 


(13) 
To pity the Innocent, to\cormmilerate the 
diſtreſſed eltate of the poor, it needs wo Per 
ſuaſwn ;, all good natures bring it with them 
from their Cradles : Only this is aur miſery; 
Great fortunes (they lay) aſe to alter our diſ- 
ofitions, and many, when they are come to 
be great men, are fau to be intreated topur 
on the natural afteCtion-of men, 
"Anatomattstell us,: that em the eye of man 
there 1s a muſcle, that lifts it upwards ( and fo 
I confels it fhould be, net in pride, but in 
fome better ejaculations towards heaven.) 
But there is a Connexionin theſe words of 
my Text, which, like a ſtrong muſcle, ſeems 
to drawitheeyes of the Fudge downward, as low 
as may be.. He is made the eye to the blind, 
and the feet to the lame : and therefore ſhould 
his care and overfught of the poor, and father- 
teſs, and widow be /tke the deſures of the eye, 
never ſatisfied, but with the ſight and ſuccour 
of them, And then [omewbat would be done im 
reference to the feet, which now we cometo. 
| For,anear challenge we have totheJudge, 
as he is the eye; bur (co make it ſure) here is 


another part of my Text, that makes him (lll 
the 


(14) 

the more ours, and.puts him yet the more 
in mind of what we may expect from him, 
It 1s not enough for him to fit aloft in the 
chiefeſt Caſtle of che body, like an imperious 
exe, and perhaps be a litrle afteCted with the 
crodl of 1t, The eye Is of tt ſelf the buſi 
memor, and will be ever employed in the 
variety of ſeveral obje&ts. And ſomult they 
be that are the eyes of the Common-wealth, 
ever mn aCtion, Reſt muſt ' be rather for others 
then them : 'T hat is ſomething more then we 
heard before, Bur that is too little to ſet our 
the labour of a good Judge, We mult bring 
the Metaphore down to the Very feet, rather then 
not expreſs thisFoche very full, Ic is the feet 
that are to bear the burden of the whole body ; 
and that mult fall tothe Judges ſhare, if he 
will ve like Jobin goodneſs as well as great- 
reſs. He muſt be the pillar, the prop, the 
foot of the Common-wealth, yes, of the meane 
part of it : I was the foot tothe lame (ſaith Job 
there.) 

We need not go farre to learn that, 'The 
n.me of a King (the ſupreme Head and Judge 
over all ) implies this m the Greek, 'The 

| young 


15) 
young :Scholars will te}l you that Jeni; '( 
King ) 1s &ns a«s, the very foundation, the low- 
eſt part of all, So is ww in Hebrew ( the 
name of a Prince or great man)-of XW2 (to 
bear) becauſe he takes the burthen, and care of 
others upon himſelf : He ts the foot as well as 
the eye, 

This was Plme's DialeCt, to expreſs the 
care 'of Trajan, Incedis pedibus, ambulas 
inter nos, ſaich he, in Panep Jr:. where [ambu- 
lare] hath the ſame ſenſe of publick conver- 
{acion that 7w1 in the Hebrew, often hath in 
the old Teſtament, And in the Greek «my 
and mera have in the new, Ambulare, in 
this notion, when it 1s uſed of Princes (of 
ſach as Trajan) it doth as good - as tell us, 
that ſomething of importance it is expeCted 
he ſhould do, by which ſucceeding ages, as 
by ſeveral footſteps, may trace him out, and 
find an eafter way to the publick good, 

Shall I put you in mind of the /anguage 
wherein Hobab, WHoſes his Kinſman, exprel- 


ſed the great trouble that Moſes had in judg- Nums.19, 


ng the people, [dg uſtentent tecum onus populz 
CY non Jolus graveris] 


Pur 


Pſal. 25.5. 


(16) 

Put them together, aid here is both em- 
bulare and ſuſtentare : and (of the two) this 
ſuſtentare is more properly the uſe of the foot. 
And ſoit is of Judges, and the grearelt and 
nableſt among(t men, The whole body, eſpe- 
ctally the blind aud the lame, (che weakeſt part) 
muſt rely upon them, And though I ſpeak much 
for [ſuftentere] yet I beſeech you (my gaod 
Lords) remember [ambulare} too, And,when 
you,walk about in your ſeveral Circutts (to 
ſee the runes of the land) think upon the 
great Judge that ſays, Scrutabor Jeruſalem mn 
lucernts] And make this your comment up- 
on it, andthe Application for every Judge 
in his own perſon, I will be the eye to the blind, 


and feet to the lame (in my Circuit) co find 


chem out, and to help and ſupport them. 
I know you will give me leave toſay fo, And 
we all hope (my good Lords) that you will 
be ſuch Searchers, and ſuch Lights, and ſuch 
Eyes mn every Circuit, where you come, 
And then the next thing I have to ſay, ſhall 
be only this : Ride on, and good luckbave you 
with your Honor, Let your T able be rubly deck- 
ed, and your head refreſhed with oyl, and your 


cup 


(17) 
cup overflow ; and (more then that) Let 
all the eyes that ſet you, bleſs you, and Let all 
the feet that come near you bow down unto you ! 
For you are the eyes to the blind, and the fon to 
the lame, 

You ſee, as my Textdoth, ſodoI; Ijoyn 
the parts together again (the eye and the 
foot.) And fo it agrees well every way. the 
Eye of Honor and Contemplation , and the 
foot of Labour and Practice $ The Eye that 
ſees what ts to be done, and Foot that is able to 
go about it, When theſe are joyned together, 
what title can we give them good enough ? 
They are like Starres (1n their ſeveral who 
that impart the benefit of their light and mo- 
tion to the inferiour bodies, Like anothes great 
Elias [Curras © Aura Iſraelis) The Chatriot 
and the Horſeman of I + : The Charriot(to 
carry the burden ) and the Horſeman or 
Waggoner (toſee and direC&t the way, that 
is [Oculus & Pes] the Eye ang the Foot. 

Which are ever ſo well met, that the Pro- 
phct 1ſatah puts them (in other terms) unto 
the promiſe of a future happy government, 


Erunt Keges nutritit tut, Kings ſhall be thy nur- ag. 23. 
| C | 


ſmng 
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(18) 

fong Fathers , and Queens thy nurſing Mo- 
thers, Nurſing Fathers, and Nurſong Mothers, 
What's that ? to carry them about (as it were) 
in their boſomes :* To he thar eyes and their feet, 
I cannot put it ivto better words then thoſe 
of my Text. 

For let the Nurſe leav the Child a while to 
it ſelf, and it will ſoon appear, that the poor In- 


fant had no wor or feet (to help it ſelf with- 
e 


all) but only tho of the Nur(e, And let thoſe 
that God hath ſet over us, either leave the 
people to themſelves, or be forced foto leave 
them. And then tell me, if ſuch a people 
would not ſoon prove, as theſe are mn my 
Text, blind and lame, And happy then would - 
be the feet of thoſe that could bring us ty- 
dings of one that would be (in Job's deſcrip- 
tion) Oculus caco, & pes claudo} Eye to the 
blind, and Foot to to the lame. 

But here I muſt ſtop : For, now (my 
Lords) I have finiſhed the greateſt part of my 
Task. If you will give me leave to ſearch a 
little further into Job's meaning, it may be 
we ſhall find, that this verſe contains the 
Form,the Soul, and the Eſſence of a good Judge, 


For 


(19) 

For, ofall the parts and members of the 
body, only theſe two are peculiarly attribu- 
ted unto the ſoul, The Underſtanding is the 
'Eye, the Aﬀettions are the Feet, and theſe two 
make up the whole ſoul, 

And again,theſe Eyes m my text,though in 
ſome ſenſe they may be underſtood of the bo- 
dy policick;yet in no ſenſe can they be under- 


ſtood of the body of a man : For though it - 


be againſt reaſon, that the greater light ſhould 
be extinguiſhed by the leſſer, Yer, fo it falls 
our, that cor poral eyes rather trouble the undey- 
ſtanding in the courſe of Juſtice : Therefore we 
uſe to paint Juſtice rather blinded, then ha- 
ving the liberty of ſuch eyes. And thoſe fa- 
mous Judges among the Crrecians in Ayero- 
pago were wont to {it at midnight, that they 
might not diſcern the difference of any man's 
erjon, 
we thirdly, If we ſearch what may be 
the meaning of it, which is the ſureſt way, 
by the law of Oppoſition , then we ſhall boch 
confirme this ſenſe of the words, and gain 
ſomewhar elſe unto ir, 
For, what do you take to be meant by the 
C 2 blind 
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| (20) 
bliad and the lame , in this reference to a 
Judge, 

Sare, If we referre it tothe under-officers 
of Juſtice (which his eye mult chiefly. ob- 
ſerve and guide, ) What is Blindneſs in the In- 
formers, in the Waneſſes, in the Fury, in the 
Pleaders, but: ouly Ignorance, And, what 
iS Lameneſs on their parts, but the tedious pro- 
traction of poor mens Suits, or what elſe 
(of that nature) offends the [currat: lex] the 
ſwift courſe of Zuſtice, 

Now then, to build upon this, if Blzndeſs 
and Lameneſs, be Ignorance and Slowneſs, in 
thoſe that are to be guided by the Judge , 
what muſt bis Eye be (in reference to. them) 
but the Eye of Underſtanding, the eye of Wit- 
dome 2 And thus it referres to ſuch Officers 
of Juſtice as are not worthy of that name, 

Then, (in a ſecond place) It theſe blind 
and lame referre to them that are tobe judg- 
ed to the [re:] that is to them whoſe cauſe 
is ithand : 'Then mult blindneſs and lame- 
neſs in them be nothing elſe but impotency 
& wmability to help themſelves;which ſhould 
move the Judge (like God himſelf) to znclene 


rather 
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(21. ) 


rather to the weaker fide ; not ta look upon the 
greate(t through the optique-glaſs of his own 
afleCtions, and ſo to make them ſeem grea- 
ter and neaxex to him then they ſhould be, 
but to be the eye to the blind, and the feer to 
the lame, rather to belp them that canuot otherwiſe 
belp themſelves, | 

You ſee the ground of what we are to ſay, 

Now, to ſet upon. it in particular, 

'The firſt ranck of our blind men, are fuch 
[in the: Courts of Juſtice) as ſhould be the 
eyes to the Judge ; but- ſome way or other 
are fo blinded, that he 1s fain to find eyes for 
them, | 

And (that we may diſcover them the bet- 
ter) thets 17narance will teach us to make them 
of two binde, according to the cauſe of their 
blindneſs ; ſome of them being blinded by 
gro It Ly Ignoranc eo which we call ; yrues x8] iro pmory 
others by afteCted. ignorance gywas xeje Halen. 
And of the two, the latter are the more dan. 
gerous, and call for a greater caveat from 
the Judge, For, they can indeed, but they 
wall not pierce any further then to the {cum 
and top of things ; wherein, to ſay truth, we 
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(22) 
are apt to offend moſt of us, It may well 


paſs for an epidenical diſeaſe : for it is notour 
12norance, os our hope, and fear, and love, 


and anger, and hate, that is commonly ſuffe- 


red to bind up our ſight in darkneſs, and lead 
us blindfolded into all error, All which are 
{o ordinary, that Solomon accounted them 
for wiſe men, that had thety eyes in thetr heads, 
For many have found out new devices, by 
placing their eyes where they ſhould not be 
(in the hand, rather thenin the head) by that 
means ſecing more where they have ſome 
feeling of the cauſe, then where their heads 
might better direEt them, 

If there be any ſuch that hear me this day, 
it is likely, they do not ſee any ſuch things in 
themſelves, For what {1ght can we expect in 
blind men ? yet perhaps ina Sermon, by the 
help of the Preachers candle, they may be- 
gin to ſee a glimmering light of what they 
ſhould : But when they come to theirold 
places of gain, their old thoughts meet them 
afreſh, as familiarly as if they had left them 
chere till their return, 

And this, I would it were their fault alone. 

There 


(23) 
There we erre too, all of us, whatſoever we 
think of our worſt affteCEtions in Grods houſe, 
when their uglineſs is ript up,we ſhall eafily 
come to our old former opinions, when we 
come to the former places of our practiſe, 
unleſs ( with tne Lame) we Could leave our 
old eyes at home, and carry new and better 
along with us, | 

I have been the larger in this diſcovery of 
their blindneſs, as being the cauſe of another 
vice that follows after it : For in that me- 
thod my Text brings them in ; firlt the blind, 
and then the lame, A lame pace muſt needs pro- 
ceed from that blindneſs : And when we have 
found the cauſe of the one, we may ſafely 

reſume that to be the cauſe of the other 
alſo, If thetr blindneſs proceed from groſs 1gno- 
rance, that 1s it that makes their delayes, If it 
grow from affefted tynorance, if gain or paſſion 
and between them and wiſdome, then they 
are lame Z they go ſlowly ( in the courſ e of law) 

. for the ſame cauſe, That is it that makes the 

Tryal creepſoſlowly, or rather ſoflily for- 

ward, that it carrieth with it no witneſs of 

any proficiency, 'That is it thar makes them 

Cric 


( 24) 
crie with the ſlaggard, yet a ittle, andyer 
a little, while the poor man's cauſe turns about 
like the dore on her fi es,and is never the nea- 
rer to what it ſhould be, after all their de- 
layes, 

But here I would be underſtood with ſome 
caution ; for I know the uſe and the need of 
quſt demurres, The Romans had it Gn their law) 
under the terme of [Ampliare] as appears by 
j more then one place in Tull:es Orations, In 

| the Grreek we find it under the name of «r- 
Atﬀts 24.22, RAAMAE (un the Apoſtle Pauls caſe) 6 DhAIE drefe+ 
am; Felix put them off for a while, and took 

an [amplius deliberandum] a demorari, that is, 

a demurre,, 'This was a good piece of wil- 

dome and juſtice in Felix ; and if Felix had 

[taid here, he had done well , and been like 

his name, But go along with him to the 26, 

verſe of this chapter : And there is ſuch a de- 

; lay of juſtice, as makes littie for Felix his cre- 
| Aiis 24126. dit, The words go thus, Felix hoped that 
mony would have been given him of Pau), that 

he mbt looſe bim, Felix his firſt demurre, 

verſe 22, was fit to be uſed for juſtice ſake: 

But ſuch as his laſt, and tedious _—— * 
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baſe ends of his own, that is it I would nor 
have, and that is the fault which puts theſe 
delayers of Juſtice mto the number of lame 
men, Whoſe feet ſeem to crawl, rather then 90, 
if fame bodies hands be not quick wai_h ; 
an honelt man may ſoon beas farre as heaven 
before them, 

Pardon me (my honoured Lords) for f| peak- 
ing of any blind and lame men, inthe Courts 
of Juſtice, For I confeſs I know none that 
are ſo, and I hope there are no ſuch here, 
But we have learned the more to fear other 
Profeſſions, by that we ſee. too often in our 
own, All that areof our Coat ſhould be (as 
it is of you in my Text) the eyes to the blind, 
the Seers of Iſrael, and the Lights of the land. 
But even into that holy Order, many blind 
ouides are crept mn iwe know not how) And 
one that 15 truly inlw7&®, a good Overſeer 
would do well : And if he fail, there is 
af& iylaru@;, an eye from Heaven, that ſees 
all. Soit is perhaps in the courſe of Law, 
Many clear eyes there arc, Many good Law- 
yers, God be thanked. But becauſe blind men 


may ſtumble upon their places ; therefore a 
f D Judge 


(26 ) 
Judge there muſt be (a clearer Eye: ) And 
if he fail, Deus ſtatin medio Deorum (laith the 
Pſalmiſt) that is, tn medio Judicum, as the 
Hebrew word is taken, | 

So, for the other . member of my Text, 
we ſhould be all /ke feet to the lame, ſl ureſt to 
Fland faſt, and cloſeſt to them that need us moſt, 
But, becauſe many of us halt between two o- 

imons, 1t 1s to be ſuſpeCted, that ſome in 
aw may halt as much between two cauſes, 
and being feed on both parts, will not [tir a 
foot to help either, And though indeed theſe 
are no parts of the body, no more then 
wooden legs; yet Cof all other) they muſt 
not be touched on the blind fide : Every ſmall 
reprehenſion galls them, becauſe it calls 
their eyes home, to ſee a glimpſe of what 
they ſhould be, 

But now I have done with thoſe blind 
Cripples, I will only commit them to the 
eye of the Judge ; it muſt behis wiſdome 
to ſee the cauſe fare never the worfe for 
their ſakes, Upon him we rely much ; And 
If the eye be ſingle, all the body will be ſo : but 
tf the eye be darkneſs how great is that darkneſs 

If 


(27) 

If there beany defect in the inferiour Of- 
ficers of Juſtice, the danger is the leſs, and 
it may: tae more be.born with, But if the 
eye offend—you know what follows, pluckit 
out, He would not have: ſaid fo, that is the 
Judge of all .:; but roſhew us how the grea- 
telt danger is in that, As needs it muſt be ; 
for the belt thing corrupted, is the worſt : 
A bad man is the worlt of all creatures, and 
anevil Eye 1s the worlt of all members, 

There is no paſſage more eaſie for entry 
of vice, then by the cranny of the Eye : For 
it is alwayes buſte about ſome thing, it is of 
too fine and quick a mettal to love idleneſs : 
If it be not employed as it ſhould be, it will 
be employed as it ſhould not: And fo the 
whole body may fare the worſe for the Eye, 
As it may for the feet too ; If they be lame, 
the whole body 1s unconſtantly carried on ci- 
ther {ide : For (till T muſt joyn them both 
together : and ſo muſt every good Judge that 
will be like tothis pattern here, the eye tothe 
blind; avd the feet to the lame. 

Hitherto wehave ſeen what ſhould be the 
provident care of the Judge to any blind or 
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lame under him, that is, to any that may 
obſcure or hinder the cauſe, 

Now, what is the end of all this ? but on- 
ly that he may be able to help, an other rank 
of blind and lame, the poor Priſincs, the weak 
Defendants, the impotent Widows and Orphans 
or any other, that being wrongfuJly called 
in queſtion, know not how to help them- 
ſelves. | | 

When:the Apoſtles came near any blind, 
or lame, the Scripture faith they would 
«rvizny, earneſtly and afteCtionately behold 
them, If theſe eyes in my Text (our grave 
and learned Judges) will pleaſe to «luitw, to 
look ſeriouſly upon them, How many ar- 
guments way they eſpic in the poorelt In- 

' Nocents, that could not but move them un- 
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to pity ? Wt * 
[, In every one of them, they look upon the 
Image of God, that is ſo obſcured :---- and 


they look upon therr own nature, that 1s ſo af- 
Aicted.In what heavy plight ſoever they are, 
they are the members of the fame body with 
themſelves ; and therefore no pearls ſhould 
move their eyes ſo much, as the tears of a 
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r Innocent, They are able co move God 
himſelf, who keeps them ua bottle as a rich 
treaſure, They are no eyes that ſee not this : 
and if they ſo paſs it over, and look for o- 
thers to'.come and help chem, in vain 'is it 
that they are fil'd [the eyes to the blind; and 
the feet to the lame. ; 

Nay, it is not enovgh tochelp them in'this 
caſe, that. 1s, only to be their hands, or their 
feet ; the ground of thetr belpmuſt firſt come 
from.a tender eye:; What is 1t torelievea man 
m miſery, with as lictle care and affeCtion, 
as if we did it to'a dog ? The better judge- 
ment of ſuch a deed is from the eye, if that 
be chearfull, and well afteEted in the doing 
of it. And if theſe eyes here be not thus affe- 
ted, they will once be ſorry that ever they had 
the honor to be eyes : therefore.m (rods name, 
letthem look equally and friendly upon all, 
But if there be any difference in the perſons 
of men, here it is, God hath made them the 
eyes to the blind, and the feet to the lame, 
If. they lean to any fide, the beſt way ts, to lean 
to the weakeſt, Tus 1s one ting, 

And again (which 1s a ſecond morive) 

Who 
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Who ſo eafily abu, ed ,, as the blind and the 
lame ? therefore rod hath made the greateſt 
Jadges to be their Patrons, their eyes and 
their feet, : 

And: this may beget a great confidence ina 
poor man : If he fo with the eye of the 
Judge, he need not be afraid to: meet this 
enemy in the face : If he ſtand upon their 
feet, whoſoever riſeth up againſt him, he is 
ſure to-{tand faft.. 17 24Þ: 

And is it.not able to breed as much terrour in 
his adverſary,Shall any man dare to grind the 
face of the poor, when the Judge faith, he is 
the eye to the poor,& therfore mult not ſpare 
them, that ſo nearly provoke his angry eye, 
Dare any man trample upon the poor, .and 
think to raiſe himſelf by their fall. 2 When 
the Judge faith, he is: the feet tothe poor, 
and therefore cannot but be as ready to tram- 
ple upon him again, 

For, how can any good Judge but be af- 
fected with their cauſe, ſince he mult ima- 
eine himſelf in cher perſon? It is the only 
thing, that Lyſius makes Euphiletus deſire of 
the Judges, mm his Oration againſt Eratoſthe- 


nes, 
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nes, mel mai av mineeiuny, ye. ] defire no more 
(faith he) but that you would imagine this 
injgry done to your ſelves ; and when you 
have made it your own caſe, I know it can- 
not but much affect yOu, 1g! 15 

'The like you have in Demoſthenes nam Korw- 
1G. 'AE1Sd niyuy v465 nemTY dy vis ugg @ wldy, orc, that 
is, Put on the ſame affeCtion in my cauſe, 
which you would do if it were yours, 

I know not how any may be moved by 
rheſe arguments ; without them (me thinks) 
it were motive enough from thetr own ſatisfafti- 
on ; For there may come a time, when old Age 
may rankthe greateſk Potentates and Judges of 
the earth, and beſt of men, tn the number of 
blind and decrepit, and lame, rob'd of all their 
health, and outward contentment, And chen 
there will be nopleaſure, to the medication 
of- their former good deeds, 'They are only 
valerous then that are not afraid to think of 
themſelves, that dare ask account of their 
own lives (as Job did here) and can anſwer 
themſelves in his words, Iwas (once) the eye 
to the blind, and the feet to the lame. 'That puts 


me un. mind of another Argument, left m my 
Text, 
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|! Text, and with that I will conclude, 
| 5. I was (ſaith Job) I was the ege---He took 
| opportuntty of voy. _ while he bad thoſe bugh 
l 


places, In which (though a man would have 
chought him ſtrangely ſeated) yet, the event 
proved, that height unable to ſecure him 
; from that danger, He was once the eye to the 
% blind--- yet now the blind and the lame were in 
l a farre better caſt e then he, who ſo poor as Job ? 
Aud it is meet indeed, that all of us (eſpect- 
f ally great men) ſhould (tand thus tickle, 
| This jogs them as much as pleaſure lulls them a- 
F ſheep. This whiſpers in their ears, not to paſs 
i che fair opportunity of doing good to others, 
leſt, whenthe ſtroke comes upon themſelves, 
they have cauſe to expect as little, 
' ” For greatneſs hath no other carcutt, nor ought 
I's - any man to dream of any other, then that, 
4 for which all power, honor, and wealth, 1s 
eiven to him 3 to ſt upport the weakneſ S of other 
| mens fortunes, and to be (as ob was 1n his 
'Y greatelt glory) the eyes to the blind, and the 
| teet to the lame. 
And now (my gocd Lords) Iſhall trel- 
pals no more upon your patience, then to 


4 put 
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put you in mind, that this text :r only your 
text, and the application muſt be yours, by keep- 
in2 the ſame" Pronoun to it that Fob 
here; 1 wasthe eyes, Lwas the feet. They 
arenot words for any of usto ſpeak in ſuch a 
compleat ſenſe as you can : And fo ever ac- 
count them as the belt priviledge that you 
have, St, Paul would not communicate his 
bonds to any (except theſe bonds, faich he.) 
Be you as dainty of theſe titles, keep the 
verſe (till in the ſamenumber, and make ic 
good 1n your own perſons, 

And though you be two commonly joyn- 
ed together in your Circuits, ſothat (a man 
would think) it were language good enough 
toſay , We two were the eyes to the blind, 
and the feet to the lame, Yet, if you be rul'd 
by my Text, that is rot enough, you muſt 
keep the number as (triEtly as Fob did in the 
Hebrew [=y 2x and =yy7 1918] I was therr 
two eyes, and they two feet, ſaith he in the 
duall number, HE 4188. 

Nor did he keep It, in the tongue only, but 


in Ins prathſe, He never blinkt to the Rich 
E with 


(34) 
with otie eye, while he caſt the other upon the + 
poor : While he ſet one foot forward to help 
the poor, he. never kept the other backward to ſe- 
cure the "rich © His two eyes were for the blind, 
and his two feet for the lame, All this (to be - 
ſure on) he ever did 2» hes own perſon, ego ocu- 


lus, Iwas the twoeyes, Hedid not putit off 
l | to others, in hope they would do it for him. 
f 


And that is the ſureſt way, for every man 
that looks for the reward, in his own perſon 
too,” For there will come a day at the great 
4 | Aſliſe of the whole world, when this Texc 
VF will be thought none of the weakeſt pleas - 
1 for the Kingdome of heaven, Recerve the 
& Kenydome (laith the great Judge of all: ) why 
#4 | 1o? becauſe you vifited the poor, fed them, 
clothed them, &c, 
® Bute none have fuch viſitations as you 
4 have in your, Circuits, none have ſuch op- 
4 porcunities to makes this plea good, ego eram 


« oculus tecb--' Wonder not that Fob ſaid fo 
ib confidently, I know that my Redeemer lives, 
j” and that I ſhall ſee him with theſe eyes, Here 


is ſome ground of his confidence , himſelf 


had 
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had been the eyes to the blind, and could not 
but be fo rewarded, 
Which happy reward, we humbly be- 
ſeech that great Judge of all, Jeſus Chriſt, 
the righteous, out of the riches of his mercy 


to below upon you in the laſt day, 
Towhom, as you do, we all defire to a- 


ſcribe y all Honour and Glory, now 
and for ever, 


